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Study of the electric field variation based on preliminary
observations at the ENU cosmophysical complex in 2020

The atmospheric electric field E, is the most urgent problem of study of the physics of the atmosphere and the
processes occurring in it. The conducted studies show the relationship of the electric field with atmospheric
processes. Monitoring its changes is necessary to solve practical problems. This article presents brief
characteristics of the installation of the EFM-100 electrostatic fluxmeter of the scientific cosmophysical
experimental complex at the L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University (ENU) and its experimental data
obtained in 2020. The article presents the results of observation of atmospheric-electrical characteristics near
the Earth's surface and monitoring of the electric field of the atmosphere of the city of Nur-Sultan, in
particular, estimates of the variation of the electric field of the surface layer of the atmosphere during sunrise
and sunset based on data obtained by the EFM-100 fluxmeter. The comparison of meteorological data with
the data of the electric field strength of the atmosphere is given. The analysis of the days and months in
September and October 2020, when the conditions of “good weather” were manifested, was carried out. The
series of electric field data obtained at other measuring stations show the characteristic periodicity of the
electric field behavior. It is established that the value of the atmospheric electric field increases during sunrise
with the manifestation of the solar terminator effect. It is interesting to study the relationship between the
magnitude of the electric field of the atmosphere and the intensity of the cosmic ray flux, especially in the
case of Forbush effects. The data of the ENU ground-based experimental complex allows us to conduct
research on the study of atmospheric physics, including atomic electricity, as well as their interaction with
cosmic rays and meto-conditions.

Keywords: cosmophysical complex, electric field variation, cosmic ray flux, electrostatic fluxmeter, electric
field, solar terminator, Forbush effect, monitoring.

Introduction

Cosmic rays play an important role in the processes occurring in the atmosphere that affect the climate
and weather, and determine the properties of the Earth's global electrical circuit. In this regard, the study of
the physical nature of secondary cosmic rays, as well as their interaction with atmospheric processes at dif-
ferent time scales is very important.

One of the fundamental problems in the study of atmospheric physics is atmospheric electricity. It is
generally accepted that all manifestations of atmospheric electricity and its correlation with galactic cosmic
rays and meteorological conditions are associated with the electric field of “good weather”.

Despite the creation of the necessary conditions for studying the physics of the phenomenon of the at-
mospheric electric field, the problem still remains unsolved. Meanwhile studies show its relationship with
atmospheric processes. For example, it was found that the occurrence of electric charges in the atmosphere is
caused by one of three sources or their combination: GCR and SCR, natural radioactive sources of soil and
the formation of charges due to phase transitions in water [1].

Methodology and research methods

The atmospheric electric field is the main indicator of many geophysical processes. Observation of its
changes is used to solve many practical problems. To this end in 2015 the L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National
University (ENU) in cooperation with the P.N. Lebedev Physical Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences
created a scientific cosmophysical complex [2—4] consisting of two CARPET detectors, a neutron detector and
an EFM-100 electrostatic fluxmeter.

The EFM-100 electrostatic fluxmeter is designed to study atmospheric-electrical characteristics near the
Earth's surface and monitor the electric field of the atmosphere. It also registers lightning discharges and is
able to detect the high electric field strength that precedes the first lightning discharges.
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The device operates on the principle of an electrostatic generator: in an alternating electric field,
induced charges occur in the conductor. The amount of current generated by the induced charges is directly
proportional to the field strength.

The structure of an electrostatic fluxmeter consists of fixed electrodes and a shielding plate that rotates
over the electrodes. To rotate the plate shaft a motor powered by a direct current source is installed on the
device body. When the shielding plate rotates, the measured electric field acts on the sensing elements
(electrodes), after which an alternating current occurs in the circuit. In turn, the electrical circuit of the device
processes alternating current. The device has an aluminum coating, the operating temperature range is from
-40 to +60°C. Figure 1 shows the appearance of the installation.
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Figure 1. External view of the EFM-100 and its installation at ENU

With the help of the software the data is displayed graphically (Figure 2) on a computer and daily files
are formed in the output: a data file for recording the electric field strength.
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Figure 2. EFM-100 Software Display

Discussion

Thunderstorm detection is achievable with the EFM-100, a means of detecting electromagnetic
radiation from lightning discharges. Observation of the electric field of the atmosphere allows solving the
problems of storm warning both independently and in combination with meteorological installations. The
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equipment uses special software Electric Field Monitor and provides online data on the situation of the
electric field of the atmosphere and the strength of the electric field in a two-dimensional display with the
ability to detect lightning discharges within a radius of 38 km.

Figure 3 shows a comparison of the data on variations in the atmospheric electric field strength obtained
using the EFM-100 electrostatic fluxmeter of the cosmophysical complex of the L.N. Gumilyov ENU with
meteorological data from the city of Nur-Sultan in August 2020.
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Figure 3. Comparison of the electric field variation data (upper graph)
with meteorological data (lower graph) in August 2020

As you can see, the value of the electric field strength created as a result of the potential difference
during a rain or thunderstorm reaches hundreds of V/m or several kV/m. Thunderstorms are usually traced
with a sudden change in the field value near the earth's surface.

The results of these typical diurnal variations in the gradient of the electric field potential under “good
weather” conditions based on observations at other stations are presented below with arrows corresponding
to the times of sunrise and sunset (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Typical diurnal variations in the gradient of the electric field potential in good weather conditions.
Arrows up — time of sunrise, down — time of sunset.
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In turn, the experimental data obtained with the EFM-100 electrostatic fluxmeter of the LN Gumilyov
ENU cosmophysical complex with different time variations (Figures 5, 6) of the electrostatic field for “good
days” shows the regularity of its behavior.
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Figure 5. Daily variations of the electric field according to the ENU complex for “good days”
(upper graph — 09.09.2020, lower graph — 03.10.2020), Arrows up — time of sunrise, down — time of sunset
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Figure 6. Monthly variations of the electric field according to the ENU complex
(upper graph — September 2020, lower graph — October 2020), Arrows up — time of sunrise
(at the beginning and end of the month), down — time of sunset (at the beginning and end of the month)

The dynamics of measurements of the experimental data of the ENU complex and the typical series of
electric field data obtained at other measuring stations show a characteristic periodicity of the behavior of the
electric field in “good weather” conditions. The periodicity of the nature of the electric field is due to the in-
fluence of the intensity of cosmic rays, as well as the change in the balance of ions during sunset and sunrise.
In the formation of the atmospheric electric field an important role is played by cosmic rays, which have an
ionizing effect.

As can be seen from the figures, the magnitude of the atmospheric electric field increases during sunrise
with the manifestation of the solar terminator effect; the solar terminator is a line of day dividing the Earth's
atmosphere into daytime and nighttime regions. Simultaneously, the evening solar terminator is especially
noted. It has been proven that the solar terminator effect affects the processes in the ionosphere and atmos-
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phere [5, 6]. One of the unique properties of the electric field is that the E; value everywhere at 19:00 UT
increases by about 20 % [7]. According to the analysis for the study of the terminator effect, this stable phe-
nomenon of an increase in the value of E; is associated with the generation of internal gravitational waves on
the Earth's surface during a lowering of temperature at sunset.

As mentioned above, in order to study the physical properties of the atmospheric electric field it is im-
portant to investigate its relationship with the heliophysical effects of the Sun and variations of cosmic rays.
At the same time it seems interesting to compare and establish the correlation between E; and the intensity of
the cosmic ray flux.

The relationship of the cosmic ray flux with other quantities is especially well manifested during
decreases in its intensity, in particular during the periods of registration of Forbush decreases. For example,
the response of the atmospheric electric field does not always depend on solar-terrestrial phenomena.
However, it has been established that a decrease in the value of E; proceeds simultaneously with a sharp
decrease in the intensity of the cosmic ray flux — the Forbush effect [8], .

Figure 7 shows the correlation between the intensity of cosmic rays and E; according to the
observations of the neutron monitor at the Paratunka observatory in Magadan, Russia, from which it can be
seen that a decrease in the intensity of cosmic rays by 3-10 % leads to a decrease in the value of E; to
20-80 % [7, 9].
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Figure 7. Dependence of E; on the intensity of cosmic rays during the Forbush-decreases

In future works of the group of authors it is planned to study this phenomenon based on the results of
observations of the L.N. Gumilyov ENU scientific cosmophysical complex after the detection of noticeable
Forbush-decreases in cosmic rays.

Conclusions

In this work a stable effect of a sharp and regular increase in the concentration of charged ions during
the hours of sunset was found. The increase in E in the morning has a well-pronounced oscillatory charac-
ter. Similar oscillations excited in the atmosphere during the solar terminator period are known and studied.
Therefore it is particularly interesting to study the phenomenon and observe the value of E; during the
Forbush-decrease effect for different time periods. This is necessary to explain the relationship between the
direct dependence of the GCR intensity on the E; value, which shows that the conductivity of the atmosphere
is affected by the CR intensity, as well as to construct a model of the electric field of the atmosphere. In turn,
this dependence proves that the electric field of the atmosphere is an indicator of geophysical processes in
the atmosphere.

At the same time it should be noted that for future work on the study of the relationship of CR varia-
tions with the electric field we will use the experimental data of the CARPET detector of the ENU
cosmophysical complex, which has proven itself well during its operation. The analysis of the obtained pre-
liminary experimental observation data shows that the facilities of the ENU cosmophysical complex allow us
to study the nature of CR variations, as well as their interaction with atmospheric processes for different time
intervals. The collection and automatic storage of data from the EFM-100 device will make it possible to

30 BecTHuk KaparaHgmHckoro yHusepcurteTa



Study of the electric field...

measure the electric field of Nur-Sultan in an automatic mode, which is a necessary factor in the study of
geophysical processes and is relevant for solving practical problems.

The data of the ground-based complex also allows for long-term research and can qualitatively supple-
ment the global data bank along with the data of the existing network of ground-based detectors.
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E. Tenekos, A.K. Mop3ab6aes, B.C. Maxmyros, B.1. EpxoB

2020 xbuirbl Eypa3ust yaTTsIiK yHuBepcuTeTiHIH Kocmogu3nkaabik
KelleHiHgeri 0aKkblIayablH aJIbIH-2JIa AJIbIHFAH JepeKTepi 00iibIHIIA
3JIEKTP OPiCiHiH BapHaLMsACHIH 3epTTey

E, armocdepansik amextp epici — Oy atMocdepaiblK (HU3MKaHbBI, OHAAFbI MPOLECTEPAl 3EePTTEYHIiH €H
©3eKTi Maceseci. 3epTreyinep 3JIeKTp epiciHiH aTMochepanbIK NpolecTepMer Oaiianbichit kopceereai. OHbIH
e3repicrepin GakpuIay TOKIpuOenik Macenenepai wemy yurH kaxer. Makanana JI.H. T'ymusieB aTbiHAarsl
Eypasus ynrreik  ynuBepcureringeri (EYY) EFM-100 routbivu  KocModu3uKambIK AKCIIEPUMEHTTIK
KEILCHIHE JIEKTPOCTATUKAIBIK (DIIFOKCMETPiH OPHATY/IBIH KbICKAIlA CHIIATTaMalIapbl xoHe OHbIH 2020 *KbUibl
QIBIHFAH JKCHEPUMEHTTIK aepekTepi kenTipinreH. CoHBIMEH KaTap »kep OeTiHe KaKblH aTrMocepabIk-
NEKTPIIK cHUMaTTamManapabl Oakeutay skoHe Hyp-Cynran Kamacsl aTMoc(epachlHBIH DJIEKTp ©piCiHIH
MOHHUTOPHHTI HOTWXeNepi ychHbUWaH, aran aiftkanga EFM-100 ¢iroxcMeTpiMeH anbIHFaH MJMETTep
Herizinge KyHHIH wibiFysl MeH 0aTybl Ke3iHae arMocdepaHbIH JXep YCTi KaOaThIHBIH JJIEKTP OpiCiHiH
e3repyin Oaramay KepceriireH. MereomanmiMertepai arMocepaHblH —INIEKTp OpICIHIH — KepHeyIiri
nepekrepimMeH canbicTeipy Oepinren. 2020 sKbUIIBIH KBIPKYHEK JKOHE Ka3aH alapblHIa «OKaKChl aya-paibhy
KarJailapel KepceTireH KyHaepre, ainapra Tangay jkacajiraH. backa euiiey cTaHUMsUIapbIHIA allbIHFaH
JJIEKTP OPICIHIH OCHI KaTapiapsl JIEKTP OpiCiHIH TopTiOiHe TOH XKUUIriH kepcereni. KyH TepMUHATOPBHIHEIH
ocepi maiiga OoiFaH JXKOHE KYH IIBIKKaH Ke3Je aTrMoc(epasiblK SJIEKTp OpICiHIH Meepi apTa TyceTiHi
aHbIKTANABl. ATMOC(EpaHbIH dJICKTp OpICIHIH MeJepi MEH FapbllTHIK COYJeJIep aFbIHBIHBIH
KapKbIHABLIBIFEL, ocipece DopOym addekrici apackIHAarsl 0aiiIaHBICTHI 3ePTTEY KBI3BIKTHI OOJBIN KOpiHEe.
EYYV xep OeriHaeri SKCepUMEHTTIK KelleHiHiH AepekTepi arMochepa GpuU3UKachiH 3epTTey, OHBIH IIIiHIe
aTOMJIBIK DJIEKTP SHEPrHACHI, COHAAM-aK OJApIbIH FApBIITHIK COYJEIEPMEH JKOHE METOCOXKaFnailapMeH
e3apa opeKeTTecyi OOMBIHILA 3ePTTEYIep XKYPrizyre MyMKiH/IK Oepei.

Kinm  coe30ep: KOcMOGU3MKAIBIK KEIICH, OJIEKTP OpICiHIH ©3repyi, FapbIUTHIK CAyJeiep arblHbI,
INIEKTPOCTATUKAIIBIK (DIFOKCMETD, MMEKTp opici, KyH TepMuHaTopsl, PopOymr sddekTici, MOHUTOPHHT.
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E. Tynexos, A.K. Mop3ab6aes, B.C. Maxmyros, B.1. EpxoB

Hccnenopanne Bapuanuy 3JIeKTPHYECKOI0 NOJIs MO NpeIBapUTeIbHbIM
naHHbIM HaOMoaennii Kocmodusnyeckoro koMmiuiekca
EBpa3suniickoro HanuonaabHoro yuusepcurera B 2020 roay

ATtMmocdepnoe anekrpudeckoe nose E, sBnsercs nanbosee akTyanbHOH npobieMoit u3yueHust Gu3nuku aTMo-
cdepsl ¥ NPOMCXOAAINX B Hell mporeccos. [IpoBeieHHbIe MCCIIEIOBaHHS TOKA3bIBAIOT B3aMMOCBSA3b 3JIEK-
TPUYECKOro mouisi ¢ aTMocepHbIMM mporieccaMi. MOHUTOPUHT €ro W3MEHEHUH HeoOXOAUM VIS pellieHUs
MIPaKTHYECKHX 3ajad. B crarhe NpeacTaBiIeHbl KpaTKUEe XapaKTePUCTHKH YCTAHOBKHU DJIEKTPOCTATHYECKOTO
¢moxcmerpa EFM-100 Hayunoro KocMogm3naeckoro skcrepuMeHTaIbHOr0 KoMILIekca B EBpasuiickom Ha-
nuoHansHoM yHUBepcutere uM. JL.H. I'ymuneBa (EHY) n skcniepuMenTaibHbIe JaHHBIE, TOTydeHHBIE B 2020
r. Kpome ToOro, namel pe3ynbraTel HaOmMO#EHHs aTMOC(HEPHO-IIEKTPUYECKHX XapaKTEPUCTHK BOIN3U
HOBEPXHOCTH 3eMJIM ¥ MOHMTOPHHTA JIEKTPUYECKOro mosst armocdeps! ropona Hyp-Cynrana, B yactHOCTH,
HOKa3aHbl OLEHKHM BapUaLMH JIEKTPUYECKOTO MOJISI MPU3EMHOro ciiosi aTMocdepsl, BO BpeMs BOCXOAa M
3akara CosiHIIa Ha OCHOBAaHHHU CBEICHHH, noimyueHHbIX (urokeMerpom EFM—100. IIpoBeneno cpaBHeHHE Me-
TEOJAHHBIX C [OKAa3aTelsIMHU  HANPSDKEHHOCTH  JIEKTPHUYECKOro mosist  aTrMocdepsl, a  Takke
NIPOAHAIM3UPOBAHEI HU B CEHTIOpe U okTsa0pe 2020 r., Korjaa NpOsBISUINCE YCIOBHS «XOpOLIEH MOTOABD).
Psnpl DaHHBIX SIEKTPUYECKOTO MOJS, MOJIyYeHHBIE Ha APYTHUX HM3MEPHUTENBHBIX CTAHIUSX, MOKA3bIBAIOT
XapaKTePHYIO NEPHOIUIHOCTh ITOBEACHHUS IEKTPUUECKOTO HOJIsl. Y CTaHOBJIEHO, YTO BEIMYNHA aTMOC(HEPHO-
TO DJIEKTPUUECKOTO MOJISI BO3pAcTaeT Bo BpeMs Bocxoa ColHIla py IPOsIBIICHUH 3 deKTa COMHETHOTOo Tep-
muHatopa. IIpeacTaBnsercsi MHTEPECHBIM H3YUEHHE CBSI3M MEXIY BEIMYMHOM 3IEKTPUUECKOTO ITOJIS
aTMoc(epbl 1 MHTEHCUBHOCTHIO MMOTOKAa KOCMHYECKHX Jiydei, ocobenHo mpu DopOymi-apdexrax. JJanHbie
HazemHoro skcnepumentanbHoro komiuiekca EHY mo3BoisilOT NpOBOAWTH MCCIEAOBAHMUS O H3YYEHHUIO
¢usukn armocdepbl, B TOM 4YHClie aTOM(EPHOro I3JIEKTPUYECTBA, a TaKKe MX B3aUMOJCHCTBHUS C
KOCMHYECKHMH JTy4aMU U METEOYCIOBHUAMH.

Knrouegvie cnosa: kKocMO(DU3MYECKUI KOMIUICKC, BapHalUs dJICKTPHYECKOTO IOJIS, MOTOK KOCMUYECKHX
Jy4ei, SNIEKTPOCTATUCTHYCCKUH (IIIOKCMETP, JJIEKTPHYECKOE MOJie, CONHEYHbIH TepMuHaTop, PopOyi-
3¢ dexT, MOHUTOPHHT.
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